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George Henry Argykarwatdadai xyeboy. The 1881 Census
|l and says so. The milk industry was good for Geor ge
even |l ed to his marriage. His future wife probably
work, reason being that part of his delivery route
wor ked there with her sister Eliza in the home of j
The young women had | eft their parents in nearby We
Geor geElalmednr e marri ed.
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George and El | et
four children, Gerks
Mary being my gran
family lived behi
and were successfu e
ploy a maid who wore themé amks i'&NBetS 5FANES y2¢ | &Yl
black dress, white apron and cap
which we see in old movies featuring
more moneyed home owners of Victorian and Edwardi ar



The couple followed a steady routine. Each morni
Spring Road, he was returnedl heme carandiand aogehiug nt
beside him for company.
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It was then the job of -El sefhul mywgréeahiglgpamtdimee h

through c¢clean c¢cloths and pour it into tin containert
was not yet parprotesbhei mhdaregt of the milk was p
would be hoisted up onto the cart. I't would dispen:

his or her own pitchesr doogrh.t Qurt, tthhee hcouussteohnoel rd ecroul d

I n the afternoon the pattern was repeated. Georg
six pennies weekly for his deliveries by pushcart
earned three pennies for | ight | oads carried to t wt
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premises EIll en washed all surfaces thoroughly, chur
son

But George had another interest which would over
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I'n the years of his marriage and parenthood if n
l ical scripture. Around 1900 a sect known as Russel
themselves Jehovahds Witnesses. George became one ¢
much against EIll ends advice.

Except fo® tnhhmeDatrwould never again be connecte
pened to the business interested me and | hunted dc¢

Geordgesal e of the Dairy mabdhkeuwbnt hper oesmpde ra ft yt. h eHeA rt
family from Abingdon, | ongtime home of his |line of



attend Russellite meetings. The Battle Street gener
to be a verwm skpetience. El'len suffered violent he:
was sold from barrels at the front of the premises.
Til ehurst.

Ongoing elation in religious terms for George bu
gardening yielded the couple meager earnings. Thei:!l
availiablTeronto, Canada where he already was |l iving
George took the challenge and uprooted family once
t e new husband Jack Ledsham all voyaged across the
steamship Ascania en route to Portland, Maine and t
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Charles Burt purchased The Argyle Dairy and | ivi
gyl e. Hi s two sons Frederick and Arthur worked witd!@
dai yname in Abingdon.
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Freah from the Faren lfowr times weekly.

A secondary site opened at 19, Hi gh Street. 't | ast
Crumbs Sandwich Bar. Burt still owned the Dairy in
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I n parallel, since 1906, a dairyman surnamed Candy

busi ness. I'n 1933 his son James S. Candy decided,
years in Argentina toofsestépsw as hidafayhtar mer in
Milton Hil.l Farm and abutting cattle | and which he
Candy Senior retired, James sought a smaller site t
bought buildings and pasture | and from the Tatham f
rented surrounding | wonddeThat preperyy has a

It was once Abbey Grange (1270 A.D.) of Northcou

as a branch farm site with at | east four buildings
cowshed and barns built much | ater, in 1750. For mz
erty on Northcourt Road, in a barn which was only t

Throughout the 1940s Argyle and Candy Dairies bo

for Worl|l d Wawacluweoe chil dren who were housed for saf
don. Business expanded to other villages. Competit.i
strenuous. When routes overlapped games wer & ploaye
tles and hid them in bushes ahead of delivering the

The Smiths who stild]l owned the Argyle Dairy, and
er | ocal smal/l companies and Wy oln9l5y2 stehrei oAursg ycl oempDeati
don. By then Candy himself was selling six hundred
to become Argyle Candy Dairies. Ef ficiency increas:¢
del egat ed & nwlo rCla nldiyf e eased.

He kept a hand in the business, though. I n 1956
to open the restored County Hal@d mdiirc hsdguwarne.e A elnun
held after the ceremony and dessert was a fruit sal
the dessert, thick cream from jersey cattle and he
vertising opportunity. He must have i magi B®erd hvos ds
company | abel. To his great dismay, though, the Qu:¢
watch her figure.

This energetic man event@adngi @rutr chhwisledi n s dutam

own neither the | and on which they stood nor the s
1960 he was obliged to give up that outer | and and
could get under way there. He then moved into strai
his workload further because, t hroughout the Fiftie
positions and was el ected mayor of Abingdon in 196:

In 1978 Clifford Dairies at Bracknel/ amal gamat e
carry on forever. In 1982 after a commitment of si)
Dairies took over. Argyle and Candy were no more al
structures and some |l and. In 1996, the Candy fami/l\

wanted to buy the Dairy Yard which surrounded exi st
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Christ Church finally won over the hesitant owne
200 2. An extensi ve, sophisticated renovation and b
17t h Century barns where the dairy once flourished
printed above were beautifully and thoughtfully re:

striking and welcoming pl ace.

The friendly history pri@tmdnbefow appewrsi snt oh

Abbey Grange was such an historic spot for the fin:
nal centre of Abingdon. Even the name of the town I
Abingdon it was known as Abbeyton an®BapAbbey TGowmt I
t her George Argyle, founder of The Argyl e Dairy, c
|l et go would find its | ast resting place at Abb:«
ce farmed. How would he, a disciple of John Russ:¢
hovahdés Witnesses condemn CattlsoWicihemsasgomere Wo e |
ve seen it a further t& asstdidtnyditnlgatgrtelae Abl dye Graar
mes S.& Charngdyyl e Candy headquarters, since 1971 has
own as Christ Church? His faith was deeply embed:«
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Still, he could 4mawnea eldledrmamorhe somen i ef s might st
dence but his burial took place in Toronto in the ¢
could have chosen a cemetery unconnected to any part
peaceful sigh to know where his Argyle Dairy, the ¢
secure financi al futur e, finished its days.



